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had done for the Italian army, not even King Alexander.
It had been mechanized to such an extent that it was
immeasurably superior to the army -which had fought
in the war against the Germans. Any lack in fighting
qualities had been more than made up by increase in
equipment, improvement in weapons. Mussolini deter-
mined to make the Abyssinian invasion a parade of his
forces before the world.

But Jugoslavia was not ignored. Mussolini finds
it very difficult to forgive opposition or diplomatic
success scored at his expense. King Alexander had made
himself prominent in countering Italian schemes. He
was therefore an enemy. Jugoslavia was a one-man
country. Remove this too-energetic sovereign and it
would be helpless. The quarrels of incompetent politi-
cians would recommence and the disaffection of the
Catholic races would make for confusion. It was the
opinion of Jevtitch that Mussolini wished to have his
hands free for his Abyssinian adventure so that he would
have no dangerous enemy waiting to attack him when
his armies were in Africa.

Pavelitch was told by his "control" that he must
arrange the murder of the King. His campaign of
terrorism had petered out; for the year 1933 was unre-
markable in terrorism. Perchets had made a fool of
himself by allowing his lady secretary to run away and
publish her memoirs of terrorism. Hungary was in
danger of exposure before the League. The Croats
showed no sign of rising in revolt. Count Ciano must
have pointed out to Mussolini that there was little
prospect of a return for the money which had been
lavished like water on Pavelitch and his men. Pavelitch
had been presented with a villa and received a large
salary. The men in his camps had to be fed, clothed,
armed, paid. His journals had to be supported, his many
agents in Austria and elsewhere to be paid. And there was
nothing to show for the expense except some pitiful
bomb-explosions in trains. Landing his army to start a